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an evil design, and of late they are faster rivetted by that
terrible calamity, the loss of power. So that whatever
designs a mischievous crew of dark confederates may pos-
sibly entertain, who will stop at no means to compass them,
may be justly apprehended from these,

On the other side, those who wish well to the public, and
would gladly contribute to its service, are apt to differ in
their opinions about the methods of promoting it, and when
their party flourishes, are sometimes envious at those in
power, ready to overvalue their own merit, and be impatient
till it is rewarded by the measure they have prescribed for
themselves. There is a further topic of contention, which
a ruling party is apt to fall into, in relation to retrospections,
and enquiry into past miscarriages; wherein some are
thought too warm and zealous; others too cool and remiss;
while in the meantime these divisions are industriously
fomented by the discarded faction; which though it be an
pld practice, hath been much improved in the schools of
the Jesuits, who when they despaired of perverting this
nation to popery, by arguments or plots against the state,
sent^heir emissaries to subdivide us into schisms.1 And
this expedient is now with great propriety taken up by our
men of incensed moderation, because they suppose them-
selves able to attack the strongest of our subdivisions, and
so subdue us one after another. Nothing better resembles
this proceeding, than that famous combat between the
Horatii and Curiatii,2 where two of the former being killed,
the third, who remained entire and untouched, was able to
kill his three wounded adversaries, after he had divided
them by a stratagem. I well know with how tender a hand
all this should be touched ; yet at the same time I think it
my duty to warn the friends as well as expose the enemies of
the public weal, and to begin preaching up union upon the
first suspicion that any steps are made to disturb it.

But the two chief subjects of discontent, which, in most
great changes, in. the management of public affairs, are apt

1                                     Refers to the October Club.   See Swift's " Memoirs Relating to
that Change," etc. (vol. v., pp. 385-6 of present edition).   [T. S.]

2                                   The contest is the subject of one of Macaulay's "Lays."  Three
brothers named Horatius fought with three named Curiatius, and the
fight resulted in Publius Horatius being the sole survivor.  [T. S.]